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Camouflage and Counter-Shading BOOK YOUR
Fish and Marine Animals Protecting Themselves KELLY TARLTON'S

The What and the Why of Camouflage ADVE NTU RE TO DAY

» What does the dictionary tell students that camouflage is? Can they list :
any synonyms for camouflage? How is it different from disguise? The Kelly Tarlton’s

» Can students think of any times that they or family members have tried to Education Prog ramme

in wi i ings? it? i A '
blend in with their surroundings? How successful was it? Share experiences. We offer a wide variety of curriculum based

* Introduce the idea that in the animal world, most animals either have to ns for all class levels or you may choo
pursue their food or try and evade other animals that pursue them for food. a guided tour.

What examples can they give of this ‘kill or be killed' natural order? In

what ways do they think that camouflage could help? Can students think
of other ways apart from camouflage that animals use to protect
themselves from other predators? eg spines, poisons, very fast movement. ..

The Kelly Tarlton's Educa al Experience
* Experience the haunting atmosphere of
Captain Scott's hut
* Take a nde in a Snowcat through the magic
How do they think that camouflage could also help the hunter, as well as Antarctic environment and experience the
the hunted? Point out that when humans hunted with bows and arrows, delight of King and Gentoo penguins
they had to camouflage themselves to get close to their prey. Can students Get up close and personal with Phoebe
come up with suggestions of how they could have camouflaged themselves? the giant stingray and all her friends al
the fantastic Stingray Bay, the hub of
Kelly Tariton's
* Be spellbound by a journey through the
fantastic underwater tunnel = the home
of the reef fish and sharks!
Visit old favourites — Bessie the eel
and the piranha

* Introduce the concept of a food chain. What is it? Can students come
up with a simple food chain in nature? What does ‘Google’ say it is? How
do students think that camouflage could help maintain food chains?

Camouflage in the Marine Environment
* Introduce the word ‘Crypsis’ as the scientific word that means blending into
or being very like the background so as not to be seen. What do they think

would be the best way to blend in (take on the colour) with their The Kelly Tarlton's Magical Sleepover
surroundings? Do the students know that our marine environment is just * Experience a magical sleepover — one
crammed full of extraordinary examples of camouflage? What examples of our most popular student adventures

can they come up with? How do they think that fish and sea creatures * Discover what fish do at night — sneak
such as flounder, sea horses, stingrays and an octopus could camouflage up on them by torchlight
themselves? Do they think that brightly coloured tropical fish would be * Go behind the scenes and feed the fish
easy or harder for a predator to see? Why or why not? * Camp out with the eels, crayfish, and sharks
* Relive the experience of the early explorers
in the eerie Scott's Hut
* Watch the city wake whilst breakfasting
in Stingray Bay

* Have groups of students conduct online research on marine camouflage at:
http://marinebio.org/gallery/video/MastersofCamouflage.asp
http://www.ms-starship.com/sciencenew/camouflage.htm

* Have students report back on their findings. What did they consider to
be the most extraordinary camouflage techniques? Can they explain why Don't miss out — book your visit today
body shape camouflage can be very effective? What reasons can they find Phone 09 531 5145 (direct dial Education)
for fish that live in very deep water to often be coloured red? Freecall 0800 B0 50 50 Fax 09 531 5160

* Introduce the idea that even penguins with their two main colours E-mail learn@kellytaritons.co.nz
of black and white are well camouflaged. Find out who are Website www.kellytarltons.co.nz
the predators of penguins. How could their colours
(counter-shading) help protect them?

+ Discuss the possible consequences for a
species or part of a species of marine
animals if their efforts at camouflage

did not work well.
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