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Children’s Day is about coming togeth-
er to celebrate children, and for families 
to spend quality time together. 

Childrens Day is always based around 
a theme. The theme for 2009 is
listening and talking.

Schools can play a major part in 
celebrating and promoting Children’s 
Day and along with students, help 
organise and promote a community 
event. 

Below we feature classroom ideas
based on the ideals of
Children’s Day.

All About Penguins
Creating Penguin IDs 
Finding Out What Students Know
•	 How many class members have seen a penguin? Share any experiences.
	 As a brainstorming exercise, have students summarize and present all that
	 they know about penguins, eg where they are found, size, food they eat …

•	 Have the class critically analyse their findings. Are there any areas that 		 	
	 they are unsure about or do they have some gaps in their knowledge about
	 penguins? Make a list of these. Challenge groups to write these down in
	 the form of questions they would like answered, eg
	 -	 in what places or habitats would we find penguins?
	 -	 what are the names of the different types of penguins?
	 -	 are all penguins the same height and weight?

•	 Ask students to interview family members about passports. Can they find
	 out why people need them and what information they contain?  Introduce 	
	 the concept of identification. Do they think it would be possible to develop 	
	 an ID sheet or a passport for each species of penguin they research? 	
	 What type of information would they put in the passport? Make a list of 	 	
	 ideas for the content. 

Finding Out About Penguins
•	 Do the students know that Kelly Tarlton’s keeps two species of penguins
	 ( King and Gentoo penguins) in a special environment that was created to
	 be as close as possible to their natural environment? Allow groups time to 	
	 explore the Kelly Tarlton website at www.kellytarlton.co.nz to find out more 	
	 about this special environment and report back.

•	 In groups, have students explore the Knowledge Centre on the website to
	 learn about the Gentoo and King penguins. Do they think there is sufficient
	 information there to complete their penguin ID or passport? 

•	 Challenge students to come up with ways of making their penguin ID/
	 passport visually stimulating, eg
	 -	 it could be made in a penguin shape

•	 What reasons can the students give for Kelly Tarlton’s to have a 
	 Knowledge Centre on its website? By using the Knowledge Centre to
	 learn about penguins, how do they think it would make their visit to
	 Kelly Tarlton’s more interesting?

•	 Have students conduct further independent research on other breeds of 		
	 penguins around the world. Involve students in devising and creating a
	 highly visual wall display for their IDs and research results.
	


